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FOR 
ROMAN CATHOLICS. 
JESUS SAID, 


Iam the Way, the Truth and the 
Life : no man cometh unto the Father 
but by Me. 

John xiv: 6. 

He that believeth on Me, believ:th 
not on Me, but on Him that sent Me. 
John xt1: 44. 

Believe Me that I am in the Father, 


and the Father in Me: or else believe 
Me for the very works’ sake. 
John XIv: 11. 


If I do not the works of My Father, 
But if I do, though 
ye believe not Me, believe the works ; 


believe Me not. 


that ye may know and believe, that 
the Father is in Me, and I in Him. 
John X: 37-38. 
For the Father himself loveth you, 
because ye have loved Me, and have 


believed that I came out from God. 
John XvI: 27. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS. 





6) HEN the Virgin Mary visited 
her cousin Elizabeth, who 
saluted her as ‘‘ blessed among wo- 
men,” she joyfully exclaimed: ‘‘ My 
soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Sav- 
iour.”” She was a human being, like 
other women, and she rejoiced in God 
as her Saviour and Redeemer, as do 
all Christians who love the Lord with 
heart and soul. 

‘« He thatis mighty,” she continued, 
“*hath done to me great things ; and 
holy is His name, And His mercy is 
on them that fear Him from genera 
tion to generation.” That is true in 
this day and generation as when Mary 
spoke. The love, mercy and good- 
mess of the Lord shall never fail those 
who fear iim and worship Him ina 
spirit and in truth. With hearty sor- 
row and repentance for sin and faith 
in the Saviour Jesus Christ every hu- 
man being can come boldly unto the 
throne of grace and obtain mercy, and 
fin«| grace to help in time of need. 

God is no respecter of persons and 
whosoever will may come to Him 
and rejoice in the Saviour. Our Ro 
man Catholic friends do not know 
this, but we try to make it very plain 
tothem. If they read and think for 
themselves they will understand. 





The messenger of the Lord said to 
the shepherds who were watching 
their flock at the time of the birth of 
Christ: ‘‘Fear not: for behold I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.” And with the messenger 


was a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, ‘‘ Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” The 
coming of the Son of God on this 
earth of ours was to show forth the 
glory and goodness of God and to 
save mankind. When the good will 
of God toward man is appreciated 
there shall be peace on earth. Every 
Christian can be and ought to be a 
co-worker with the Son of God. 

The continuation of the article on 
“‘ Forgivness of Sins” has been crowd- 
ed out until next month. 





**Come Back to Rome.”’ 

This is the cry of many Roman 
Catholics who knew and loved us in 
former days. The morning’s mail 
brought us the first of this month a 
letter which bore this postmark: 
‘*Chicago, Ill., Nov. 29, 1893.” and 
the address, ‘‘ Father James A. O'Con- 
nor, 142 West Twenty-first street, 
New York, N. Y.” 

In the letter was a newspaper cutting 
from the Chicago Heradd containing 
an address delivered at the Catholic 
Congress in Chicago, and a sheet of 
paper on which was written in a neat 
hand the following : 

**God will provide a way for your 
return, and be once more happy and 
safe within His Church. The prayers 
of many loving souls are for you and 
yours. Oh, wandering heart, return ! 
Remember the day of your conse- 
cration.” 

No signature was attached to this 
note, and there was no clue by which 
the writer could be identified. 
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**No, Thank You.’’ 


That is our answer to this note. 
This is not the first time efforts have 
been made to induce us to return to 
the faith of Rome. But why should 
we return to that faith when, out of 
His tender mercy and loving kindness 
the Lord Jesus Christ has called us to 
a knowledge of himself as our Saviour 
and Redeemer, and bestowed upon 
us the faith that saves our soul with- 
out hesitation or doubt. “ By grace 
we are saved through faith ; and that 
not of ourselves: it is the gift of God.” 
We shail not throw away that gift for 
any favors that Rome could bestow on 
us. How could we turn away from 
Christ to the Pope and the priests 
whom we know so well? We thank 
our correspondent for the courteous, 
prayerful words in which this invita- 
tion to return to the Roman Church 
is sent us, but we respectfully decline 
to accept it. 





Reasons for Renouncing Romanism. 


In the next issue of THe ConveRTED 
CaTHo.ic, January, 1894, we shall 
begin a series of articles giving our 
reasons for leaving the Roman Catho- 
lic Church and the arguments that 
forbid our return to that faith. Rely- 
ing on the help and guidance of our 
gracious God, we shall endeavor to 
make those articles the most instruc- 
tive and interesting we have ever 
written, 





The New Volume for 1894. 


The next issue of THe ConvERTED 
CatHotic will be the First Number of 
the Eleventh Volume. For ten years 
this magazine has been published 
every month, and if God spares the 
life and health of the present Editor 


it shall continue to be published for 
ten years more—and longer, if it be 
God's will. The Editor is not yet 
fifty years of age, and, thanks be unto 
God, his body, mind and spirit were 
never in better harmony for a God- 
given work like this than at present. 

The January number will contain @ 
portrait of the Editor with a sketch off 
his life, and the opening chapters off 
the series of articles already announc- 
ed—the Editor's reasons for leaving: 
the Church of Rome, and why he can- 
not return to it. 

The previous volumes of the maga- 
zine have commended themselves toa 
large and choice class of readers 
among the most faithful Christians 
and patriotic citizens of the United 
States. 

The new volume, we venture to 
say, will surpass any previous one in 
the presentation of the truths of the 
Gospel and in vigorous opposition to 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

Ths special features that have char- 
acterized the magazine from the be- 
ginning, such as the testimonies of new 
converts from the Roman Catholic 
faith, will be continued. 

The School Question, which Cardi- 
nal Gibbons, Monsignor Satolli and 
the other Roman leaders are determ- 
ined to make a National issue, will be 
discussed in all its bearings. 

Other subjects of interest to Protes- 
tants and Roman Catholics will be 
treated in a Christian and patriotic 
manner—‘‘ For God and country.” 

The subscription will continue the 
same, one doller a year, and all sub- 
scriptions for next year are now due. 
It will be a great favor if subscribers 
will promptly renew without futher 
notice, 
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VALUE OF THE CONVERT- 
ED CATHOLIC. 


Without exception the religious 
press of all denominations in the 
United States has commended Tue 
ConverTED CaTHotic as the best maga- 
zine published in this country for the 
enlightenment and conversion of Ro- 
man Catholics and the exposure of the 
false doctrines, superstitious practices 
and political designs of the Roman 
Cathclic Church. The testimony of 
such representatives of the Christian 
teligion is the highest proof of the 
value of such a magazine. The Zvan- 
gelical Messenger of Cleveland, Ohio, 
in its issue of November 14, 1893, says : 

THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC for November 
is up to the usual high standard of excellence 
maintained for years by its competent Editor, 
Rev. James A. O’Connor. He is a Roman 
Catholic priest converted to Christ and to 
Protestantism. He devotes his life to a noble 
and Christ like effort to lead his former fel- 
low Catholics to the true light. He makes 
war on Rome asa religious institution. His 
attacks are most dexterously directed, for he 
knows from personal experience what he is 
talking about. We know of no better anti- 
Catholic journal than this. It appears month- 


ly. Price $1.00 per annum. 





From the Free Alethodist, Chicago, 
{l]., October 25, 1893: 

THE CONVERTED CaTHIOLIC will be sent to 
pastors with small salaries and Y. M.C. A. 
reading rooms in any city of the United States 
and Canada for 50 cents a year. Here is a 
chance for those on small and on pioneer 
works. Let noone who 1s really included in 
this description hesitate to send the fifty cents. 
But remember Father O’Connor is publishing 
this magazine against fearful odds. So if you 
are able to pay $1.00 for his magazine do not 
send him § 

anes ees 

SusscrIPTIONS TO THE CONVERTED 
Catuo tic for next year, 1894, are now 
due. Please renew as soon as possible. 


An Antidote Needed. 

From an editorial in the Philadel- 
phia Episcopal Recorder, October 5, 
we take the following: 

Never did the Roman Catholic 
Church have a better opportunity to 
present its claims to the people of this 
country than was afforded by the Par- 
liament of Religions, and it doubtless 
expects to reap a large harvest from the 
seed then and theresown. With the 
consummate worldly wisdom which 
has marked so much of their history, 
they may reasonably be expected to 
follow up the advantages they enjoy- 
ed at Chicago by further efforts. 
Should not Protestants be alert to 
counteract those efforts ? 

There are many ways in which this 
might be done, but none would be 
likely to be attended with more bene- 
ficial results than might be looked for 
from a large and free circulation of 
good literature exposing and contro- 
verting the errors of the Church of 
Rome. For this purpose we know 
nothing better than copies of our es- 
teemed contemporary, THe Convert- 
ED CaTHOLIC. 

Why should not the Societies of 
Christian Endeavor, the Epworth 
League and kindred organizations en- 
ter upon a campaign of education and 
in this way seek to counteract a great 
evil? Were THe Convertev CatHo- 
Lic, whose Editor is familiar with the 
errors of Rome, distributed by the 
thousand, accompanied with a brief, 
pointed and affectionate appeal, set- 
ting forth the claims of the religion of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, very much 
might, with God’s blessing, be accom- 
plished. We believe there is no field 
of work more rich in promise than 
this. Why not give it a trial? 
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SERVICES IN CHRIST’S 
MISSION. 
{42 WEST TWENTY-FIRST ST., NEW YORK. 
JAMES A. O'CONNOR, PASTOR. 

S the months and the years go by 
x it is more and more apparent 
that this Mission has a distinct work 
to do in the Lord’s vineyard. Roman 
Catholics, and even priests, continu- 
ally call at the Mission and attend the 
services. To each and all the new 
and better way of life by faith in Jesus 
Christ as the only Saviour, the one 
Mediator between God and man, is 
presented, while at the same time the 
insufficiency of the Roman religion 
and its many corruptions in doctrine 
are laid bare. This is done in a 
manner not to repel the inquirer or 
wound his long cherished ideas. If 
the errors and evils of Romanism 
alone were exposed and condemned 
unending controversies and bitter an- 
tagonisms would be excited. But 
when the Gospel of the Son of God is 
explained at the same time, the Roman 
Catholics give a respectful hearing. 
This is the keynote of the daily con- 
ferences and weekly meetings held in 
Christ’s Mission. The work com- 
mends itself to Christians who are in- 
terested in the great question of Ro- 
manism in the United States, and it is 
earnestly hoped it will be sustained. 

Among those who came to the Mis- 
sion last month was a clerical looking 
young man, who said he had been 
there before during the summer and 
had spent a profitable hour looking 
over the books in the office library. 
He was interested in what he had seen 
and heard inthe office during this 
first visit, and especially pleased that 
no searching inquiries were adddres. 
sed tohim. He took his departure 


without disclosing his identity or giv- 
ing a name by which he could be 
known. Appreciating this courtesy, 
he said, he called again to make a 
clean breast of all that troubled him. 
He had been a prominent member of 
the Order of Holy Cross, Notre Dame, 
Indiana, from which institution 
Brother Philemon Myers came to 
Christ’s Mission last year. When told 
of Brother Myers and also of Brother 
Rupert, whose letter appeared in the 
November Convertep CarHo tic, he 
was greatly surprised and pleased. 

“T wonder,” said he, ‘‘ that many 
more do not leave the order, for I 
know that many of the brothers are 
weary in soul and sick at heart from 
the superstitious and meaningless 
ceremonies that have taken the place 
of true religion. But the great diffi- 
culty is, they know not what to do or 
where to go.” 

He was told to invite them to 
Christ’s Mission, where a cordial wel- 
come awaited them. Here they would 
find friends to sympathize with them 
who had experiences similar to theirs 
and who would tell them how the 
good God would care for them and 
direct them in a true Christian life. 

He said he would do all he could 
to get others out of this monastery in 
Indiana. He had been there sixteen 
years and now thanked God that he 
was free frm all the wiles, deceptions 
and pitfalls of monastic life. Brothers 
Philemon Myers and Rupert Sullivan 
will be surprised when they learn this 
brother’s name, for he was one of the 
leading men among the Brothers of 
the Holy Cross, having been the sec- 
retary of Father Sorin, who died last 
month, and also postmaster of the 


University of Notre Dame. He was 
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known in the order as Brother An- 
drew, but now he has resumed his 
family name, Stehle. It is pleasing 
to record that after his visits to Christ’s 
Mission he obtained a lucrative situa- 
tion in this city, for which he is well 
qualified. 

At two Sabbath services last month 
the pastor preached on the great re- 
sults of the Reformation and the life 
and work of Martin Luther, whose 
four hundred and tenth anniversary 
was celebrated last month. Among 
the congregation on Sunday evening, 
November 26, when the last of these 
discourses was delivered, was a gen- 
tleman who at the close of the meet- 
ing addressed the pastor in Latin. 
When answered in the same language 
he announced himself as a priest and 
expressed his pleasure at being pres- 
ent. He had atterded a previous 
meeting but had not made himself 
known. Now he desired further ac- 
quaintance with the workers in the 
Mission, and it would give him pleas- 
ure to come again. Needless to say a 
hearty welcome was extended to him. 

A former priest with a remarkable 
history called at Christ’s Mission on 
Thanksgiving Day bearing a letter of 
introduction from Rev. Dr. Grand- 
lienard, pastor of the French Evan. 
gelical Church, New York, and Rev. 
G. Godet, president of the Theologi- 
cal Seminary at Neuchatel, Switzer- 
land, commending him to the pastor 
of the Mission as a most worthy man. 
This priest, Rev. Alexander Bechger, 
had been one of Father McGlynn’s 
assistants in St. Stephen’s Church, 
New York, a few years before the lat- 
ter was excommunicated. Father 
Bechger is a Hollander by birth. 
He has published books in the Dutch 


language that have been commended 
by scholars of many countries. He is 
equally familiar with French, German 
and English. On Sunday evening, 
December 3, he delivered an address 
at the services in the Mission in which 
while forcibly renouncing the Roman 
Catholic faith, he clearly set forth his 
belief in the religion of the Bible and 
his acceptance of Christ as his Saviour. 
His view of Protestant theology is 
soundly evangelical, such as is taught 
in the seminary at Neuchatel where 
Mr. Bechger spent two years and a 
half in study under the direction of 
Professor Godet. He shal! continue 
to make Christ’s Mission his home 
until the Lord provides suitable work 
for him in preaching or teaching. 

Rev. Paul Pollack, D. D., the Ro- 
man Catholic missionary from China 
who came to Christ’s Mission last 
April and who attended the Northfield 
Conference with the pastor in August, 
has commenced the study of medicine 
to fit himself for the work of an evan. 
gelical medical missionary in the same 
country where he had been a friest. 
Last month he went to Chicago to 
pursue his studies there. The pastor 
gave him a letter of introduction to 
Rev. R A. Torrey, superintendent of 
Mr. Moody’s Bible Institute in that 
city, and it is expected that Dr. Pol- 
lack will also take a course of Bible 
study there. 

Funds are greatly needed at the 
present time to carry on the work of 
Christ’s Mission. The interest on the 
debt of $11.500 must be promptly 
met and the current expenses cannot 
be avoided. No priest who applies 
at the Mission in good faith is turned 
away. This is the only Mission of its 
kind in this country. 
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CONVERES RROM ROPE. 





RIESTS, monks and nuns are 
leaving the Roman Church in 
large numbers in all countries, and 
every Christian who loves the truth of 
God and knows what a perversion of 
that truth the Roman system is, must 
wish them Godspeed and good luck 
in the new life that opens up before 
them. The secular press generally 
has no good word to say for such 
anxious, troubled souls. The wily 
agents and friends of Rome are to be 
found in every prominent paper to 
protect the interests of ‘‘the Church” 
by lauding its policy and denouncing 
its opponents, especially those who 
withdraw from the unholy company of 
priests and bishops. One of the 
greatest offenders in this respect is the 
New York “Herald, which did not 
spare the poor Nun of Kenmare when 
she left the convent and renounced 
Romanism five years ago. 

It sometimes happens, however, 
that an item finds its way into the 
columns of that paper which does not 
reflect upon a nun when she leaves 
the convent. This was the case in 
the issue of the Hera/d for November 
26, 1893, when the following para- 
graph appeared in its European news: 

‘*THE ROMANCE OF A NUN, 

‘*Some excitement has been caus- 
ed at Pesth by the disappearance of a 
nun from a convent at Christinenstadt. 
Sister Viora left the convent the other 
day on a pretended errand of charity, 
and soon after was seen speaking with 
a gentleman. When the convent 
school children were returning home 
from mass in company with a sister a 
gentleman placed a letter in the hand 
of the nun in which the missing sister 


told the prioress that although she 
loved them all her heart loaged to be 
elsewhere.” 

As this nun was not released from 
her ‘‘vows” and has doubtless mar- 
ried the gentleman who helped her to 
escape from the convent, she is spso 
facto excommunicated from the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. We hope and 
pray that she will be converted and 
find happiness in serving Christ in- 
stead of the priests. 

The following interesting letter 
from Detroit, Mich., was received, 
dated October 21, 1893: 

Dear Sir:—Please send me some 
tracts in German suited to interest 
sume who are looking for themselves 
into the Bible, and are beginning to 
get some light. What one woman 
has told me of her experience in the 
confessional is enough to rouse one’s 
highest indignation as well as deepest 
pity and compassion for the poor 
Roman Catholics. I am trying to 
serve God by introducing your most 
valuable magazine. I have had some 
interesting experiences in the few 
visits I have made. One day I called 
ata fine house. (Of course I have 
no way of knowing what the religious 
beliefs of the inmates are, being a 
comparative stranger in the city). A 
lady came tothedoor. I showed her 
the magazine, told her of yourself 
and the blessed work in New York and 
asked her to take and_ read it. 
By her hesitancy I saw that she was a 
Romanist, and she told me on asking 
that she was, but promised after our 
talk to read the magazine. A few 
days after I called and she took me 
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by the hand and led me into her _ par- 
lor, where we hada plain talk. God 
greatly heiped me to lay the simple 
plan of salvation before her, and she 
seemed moved. She had not had 
time to read the magazine but told me 
if I would letz;her have it over Sunday 
she would;do so. _I have not called 
since. She told me at the door that 
her husband was a Protestant. I then 
went by a small cottage in the 
humble part of the city, and seeing a 
woman past middle age at the iron- 
ing-table and the door standing open, 
I walked in and said to her: ‘“ You 
are a Catholic, I am sure, from your 
face, but I have a magazine I want to 
leave with you.” I then talked toher 
about being ‘‘ born again,” and oh 
there came such a wistful longing look 
into her face and tears into her eyes. 
I then began reading letters to her 
from converted Catholics in Ireland, 
her own native country, under Mr. 
Connellan and his brother. She 
listened very attentively and was af- 
fected. I said, ‘‘ Would you notalso 
like to know if you are saved, and 
have that piece which passeth all un- 
derstanding fill yoursoul?” To all 
like questions she replied readily, 
“Yes, yes.” I told her I should pray 
for her, and she said she hoped I 
would. After laying the magazine 
down she looked at it and asked 


its price. I said I would give her a 
copy is she would read it. I then 


was standing at her side, praying eain- 
estly for her. 

I would like some more of your 
tracts, also sample copies of your 
magazine for distribution ; tracts in 
English for her and in German for 
the other family. Pray for me that I 
may be strong and not fear what man 


can do to me. _ I enjoy the magazine 
so much J would not be without it. 
Iam a better Bible student for the 
light it throws on the ‘‘Mystery of 
Iniquity.” I wish 1 could place it 
in the hands of every Roman Ca- 
tholic in this country. Iam trying 
my best among friends as well as 
strangers to introduce the magazine. 
I hope you will soon get more sub- 
scribers from Amboy, Ills. You have 
aroused my deepest sympathy and set 
me praying for the Romanists, and 
God has laid a burden of prayer and 
service on me forthem May He 
bless your labors more and more till 
He come, whose light is to be 
yours, is the prayer of your sister in 
Christ. A. G. 

From Grand Travers, Mich., comes 
the following, dated November 25 : 

Dear Sir:—A Frenchman here, 
—-~, has left the Church of Rome. I 
have given him copies of Tur Con 
VERTED CaTHOLIC to read. He is an 
English and French scholar. He has 
organized a Sabbath school, which is 
attended by a number of French Ro- 
man Catholics. He reads the Bible 
and finds a vast difference in the teach- 
ings of Christ and the teachings of the 
Roman Church. G. K. 

From Allenton, R. I, we received 
the following : 

Dear Six:—Will you please send 
me a few sample copies of Tue 
ConveRTED CatHotic, I wish to give 
them to Catholic friends. lam aCa- 
tholic myself, but hopeto be other- 
wise soon. These friends are entertain- 
ing the same ideas and I thought 
copies of your magazine might help 
to enlighten them. Fr. ti. 3s 
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FATHER McGLYNN'S PRES- 
ENT COURSE. 

= INCE his ‘‘ restoration” by Satolli 
S a year ago, and his return in June 
from Rome, where he spent only four 
days, Father McGlynn has repeatedly 
said he has made no retraction or 
apology for his denunciations of the 
Roman machine and his abuse of 
popes and bishops during the six 
years he was excommunicated. Dur- 
ing the summer he has said mass 
privately wherever a parish priest 
would permit him, but he was not al- 
lowed to say mass publicly or sing 
high mass in any church whatever. 
At the same time he accepted all the 
invitations he received to lecture in 
Protestant churches. The most nota- 
ble church that recently invi.ed him 
is St. Luke’s Protestant Episcopal 
Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., where he 
lectured October 30. The rector of 
the church, Rev. Dr. Wasson, intro- 
duced Father McGlynn and commend- 
ed him for his ‘‘love of humanity.” 
Several ministers of different denomi- 
nations were seated on the platform 
during the lecture, which was on the 
Lord’s Prayer, ‘‘the essence of all 
religion.” He is repeating the same 
lecture wherever there is an opening. 
In Paterson, N. J., he spoke in the 
Opera House to an audience of 800 
persons, mostly silk weavers, Sunday 
evening, November 26, and the press 
report says the greater part of his dis- 
course was against landlordism and 
monopoly. 

No invitations have come to him 
from Roman Catholic churches. The 
priests and bishops are afraid of him. 
In his latest discourse to his old par- 
ishioners who formed the Anti-poverty 
Society, delivered in the Lyceum Op- 


era House, New York, September 27, 
he said: ‘‘I have not been guilty of 
retraction of the doctrines I have 
preached while I was excommunicat- 
ed. I have not for a moment de- 
nied the principles I have always ad- 
vocated,” he continued, as reported 
in the New York 7Z7ridune, September 
28. ‘*No, rather than retract I would 
refuse to be again recognized by the 
Church. I would see all who asked 
me burning in a heap, with myself on 
top, before I would humiliate myself 
by refuting those broad, liberal teach- 
ings which have ever characterized my 
utterances.’ Those teachings and 
the whole history of McGlynn’s case 
have been published in Vols. V., VI. 
and VII. of Tae Converted CaTHOLIC. 

Dr. McGlynn has not been restored 
to his old parish, nor will he ever 
again be appointed parish priest of 
any church. Rome has no confidence 
in him, and he is too old to assume 
charge of a Protestant congregation, 
even if he should become converted in 
the sense that evangelical Christians 
understand the word. He says he 
will continue a Christian in his own 
way and do all the good he can, but 
he can do no good by exciting the 
workingmen against employers, who 
themselves are the hardest kind of 
workers. 

It seems to be the policy of the 
Pope and his agents at the present 
time to flirt with socialism and repub- 
licism in much the same way that Mc- 
Glynn used to depict the ‘‘ old lady at 
Rome” and the ‘‘old bag of bones” 
as coqueting with Queen Victoria, 
Bismarck and other sovereigns and 
princes. The question is, will Father 
McGlynn be made a_ tool of 
the Vatican in carrying out such a 
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policy? We doubt it ; yet no onecan 
tell what a man like him will do who 
despises the distinctive doctrines and 
superstitious practices of the Roman 
Church while not professing that faith 
in the religion of Christ which binds 
men to the rock of truth and makes 
them reliable in all the affairs of life. 


eeepc 


“ Powderly’s Humiliation.” 


Such is the heading of a news ar- 
ticle sent out by the Associated Press 
and published in the daily papers, 
November 27, 1893. The once pow- 
erful leader of the great organization 
known as the Knights of Labor has 
been on the road to ruin ever since he 
went on his knees to Cardinal Gibbons 
four years ago to ask his blessing on 
the order. The American working- 
men suspected treachery then, and all 
their fears for the organization have 
been fully realized. Year by yer 
they have withdrawn from it until only 
a few thousand Roman Catholics are 
left. Contempt has taken the place 
of admiration and hope for this great 
order. The Roman hierarchy hoped 
to use it asa part of the machinery 
they have set in motion in the 
Republic for their supreme rule, but 
the honest workingmen who knew 
what Rome rule meant would be no 
party to such a scheme. Powderly 
and Gibbons have ruined the order, 
as men of like stamp who are, first of 
all, slaves of Romanism, will inevitab- 
ly destroy any organization that they 
cannot make subservient to the poli- 
cy of their Church. The Prohibition 
party that has been flirting with Arch- 
bishop Ireland and other Roman Ca- 
tholics will meet with the same fate as 
the Knights of Labor if the ‘‘ union 
with Rome” be not avoided. 


At the closing session of the Gener- 
al Assembly of the Knights of Labor 
in Philadelphia, November 27, James 
R. Sovereign, Labor Commissioner of 
lowa, was elected to succeed Powderly 
by a vote of 23 out of 34 cast, 
Powderly getting only 2 votes. And 
now let all American workingmen say 
to Gibbons, Ireland & Co., ‘‘ Hands 
off.” If the Prohibitionists and all 
the other American organizations that 
aim at the bettermeut of the citizens 
of this Republic, their spiritual, moral 
and civil enlightenment and elevation, 
will say the same, progress and pros. 
perity will attend them, 

Praise from Father Chiniquy. 

When Father Chiniquy’s home in St. 
Anne, Ill., was burned last Spring 
his greatest loss was his library, 
Knowing how highly be prized Tue 
CoNnVERTED CaTHOLIC we sent him a 
set of the bound volumes as a nucleus 
of anew library. In his acknowl. 
edgment our venerable brother, who 
is now in his eighty-fifth year, says: 

‘* Your precious volumes have been 
received, and | have no’ words to suf- 
ficiently express my gratitude for such 
a gift. The volumes of your admir- 
able ConverTED CaTHOLIC are the 
most precious and valuable arsenals 
of arguments and facts against Rome 
which I know. Every Protestant 
minister ought to have them in his 
library. What amount of research 
and labor those volumes must have 
cost you! With best wishes that you 
may be kept many years more to lead 
the soldiers of the Gospel to victory 
against the common foe— Rome. 

‘¢Yoursin Christ, C.Curniqvy.” 

The bound volume for this year, 
1893, is now ready, price $1.25. 
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MASSES FOR SOULS IN 
PURGATORY. 

xHE New York Hera/d, September 
§ 12, 1893, reports that in the will 
of the late Joseph P. Payton which was 
filed in the office of the Surrogate in 
New York the previous day, the sum 
of $4,000 was bequeathed to several 
priests for the purpose of saying 
masses for the repose of the souls of 
his deceased son and daughter. The 
gon was a young priest who died a 
short time ago. 

From the Roman Catholic paper, 
the St. Louis Church Progress, July 
8, 1893, we learn that the will of the 
late Father Lawler of Louisville, Ky., 
was proved in the Probate Court of 
that city, June 26, 1893, and among 
the bequests was “ $200 for masses for 
the repose of the souls for whom the 
testator should have said masses, but 
whom he may have forgotten.” 

These bequests are out of the ordin- 
ary course of legacies, for masses for 
the dead are usually designated for the 
benefit of the testator, Mr, Payton 
left nothing for masses for his own 
soul. Neither did Father Lawler. The 
former was solicitous for the deliver- 
ance of the souls of his son and 
daughter from purgatory, and the 
priest desired to make “restitution” 
for the masses which he had not said. 
But if the doctrine of the Roman 
Church regarding purgatory be true, 
Father Lawler was guilty of a great 
crime in neglecting to say the masses 
for which he had been paid. 

Let us take a typical case: Mrs. 
Mary McCarthy of Louisville called 
on her pastor, Father Lawler, a few 
days after the funeral of her husband, 
a prosperous saloon-keeper and poli- 
tician, which had been celebrated by 





a grand requiem high mass at which 
the leading priests of the city were 
present to show their respect for the 
deceased. Mr. McCarthy was a good 
Roman Catholic, and his widow says 
to the priest: ‘*Now, dear Father 
Lawler, as we have buried poor Mike 
in such grand style, we ought to re- 
member his soul. Do you think heis 
in purgatory? ” 

“Thave no doubt of it, my dear 
Mrs. McCarthy. He was agood man 
who did much for the Church and 
was always generous with his money; 
but you know he had his failings like 
the rest of mankind, and though he 
received all the rites of the Church, 
our holy religion teaches that nothing 
defiled can enter heaven. Purgatory 
is a place where souls are detained for 
a longer or shorter time before they 
can go to the home of the blessed, 
and it is safe to assume that the soul 
of your husband is now there. Why, 
my good Mrs. McCarthy, when a 
priest and even a bishop dies hun- 
dreds of masses are said for the re- 
pose of their souls. Do you wish to 
get some masses said for poor Mike’s 
soul ?” 

‘Yes, Fatner, if you please,” an. 
swers the widow- with a sigh as she 
remembers Mike’s many faults. ‘I 
suppose he is in purgatory, and the 
holy masses will shorten his time 
there?” 

‘*You may be sura of that Mrs. 
Mc“arthy, and I can offer up as 
many high or low masses as you 
wish,” replies the priest briskly. 

‘* Well, Father, here are two hun- 
dred dollars, and say as many masses 
for him as you can,” 

That is the amount Father Lawler 
bequeathed for the masses he had for- 
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gotten to say, but there would have 
been a great scandal if he had 
specified McCarthy’s soul as the one 
that had been suffering in purgatory 
through his neglect. If Mrs. McCar- 
thy had known that he had not said 
the masses she might have sued him for 
obtaining money under false pretens- 
es. Even now how does she know 
the other priests who received the mon- 
ey will say the masses? Father Lawler 
seemed to be as honest and honorable 
as any priest that ever lived. 

There are many errors, deceptions 
and superstitions in the Roman 
Church, but purgatory is the greatest 
fraud of all, and the priests who pre- 
tend to deliver souls from that mythic- 
al abode for cash down are the big- 
gest rogues on earth. 





France Always Protestant. 





BY LOUIS BICHSEL. 

It was my privilege recently to be 
present at a lecture entitled, ‘‘France 
Protestant in the Presence of His- 
tory,” and I was astonished to see 
how the lecturer demonstrated the 
fact that France, which was at one 
time Christian, became Romanist. 
After the first Apostles had spread the 
Gospel Christianity took deep root in 
ancient France. The people were 
very zealous and active, but they 
were also feeble. France was already 
a poetic and romantic country. Her 
people were artists who were looking 
forward for all that was new and or- 
iginal. Thus they began to pic- 
ture the Virgin Mary with the child 
Jesus in her arms as the Saviour of 


the world, Poets began to rhyme 
and sing about her beauty, her 
charms, etc. Artists painted her 


picture and placed her in churches, 


cathedrals and places of worship. 
The face of the Virgin fascinated 
the people. They found in her just 
what they had been looking for such 
alongtime. The child Jesus in her 
arms represented feebleness; the peo- 
ple were feeble and could not repre- 
sent Jesus Christ man. Before any- 
thing could be done to check this 
mistake Rome found out that it 
was impossible to extirpate this her- 
esy. What was her attitude in this 
matter? Times have changed, and 
to-day the Pope allows his priests 
to be faithful to the Republic. We 
know it was not soa few years ago 
when he instructed them to do all in 
their power to overthrow it. At that 
time what could Rome do to check 
that error? Nothing, only accept it. 
One must suit himself to his company. 
They then proclaimed salvation by 
the Virgin Mary and child. Rome 
did not want to lose control of France. 
By so doing the Roman Church had 
protested against the true religion, 
against the preaching of the Apostles, 
who taught and wrote that there is 
only one name given to men by 
which they can be saved. _Little by 
little, from error to error, the primi- 
tive church deviated, accepted heresy 
into their midst and putting the Bible 
aside made a religion of their own, to 
suit their taste. Romanism has pro- 
tested against the truth, and when 
Martin Luther protested it was not 
against Catholicy, it was against the 
errors of Romanism. The Pope is 
protestant, and so are all the Roman 
Catholics protesting against the teach- 
ing of Christ and the apostles, and 
the so-called Protestants are the real 
Catholics, only protesting against the 
errors of Romanism., 
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BISHOP COXE TO SATOLLI. 
HOUGH small in numbers com- 
¥ pared with other denominations 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States is second to none in 
aggressive Christian work, especially 
in our large cities ; and in opposition 
to the distinctive doctrines and policy 
of the Roman Catholic Church, its 
bishops and ministers, with the excep- 
tion of a few “ Ritualists,’ take a 
leading part. Foremost among these 
is Bishop Coxe of Buffalo. When 
Satolli, the Pope in America, visited 
Buffalo last month to take part in the 
celebration of Bishop Ryan’s episcopal 
jubilee Bishop Coxe addressed him 
the following open letter : 
To Mer. SaToiui, ABLEGATE, etc : 

MonsiGcnor:— During the past twelve 
months you have continued to place 
yourself before the American people 
in a manner alike aggressive and of- 
fensive—offensive not only to the 
Protestant convictions of our people, 
but to the honest citizenship of many 
who profess the Roman religion. 

I have hoped that some eminent 
civilian would feel it his duty to in- 
form you that you are not qualified to 
expound our Constitution to an intel- 
ligent people nor entitled as an alien 
to lecture us on our duties. You are 
not only an alien, but the emissary of 
a foreign court, and evidently as ig- 
norant of our institutions as you are 
of our language. 

Since you have come to the city 
where I dwell and where no inconsid- 
erable number of its prominent citi- 
zens look to me as their chief pastor, 
I cannot permit your intrusive and 
gratuitous teachings to be placed be- 
fore my people without a courteous 
but firm rejoinder. 


My people profess the Catholic re- 
ligion, but they are proud and happy 
to be reckoned among their Protes- 
tant fellow-citizens in all civil relations. 
It was to define this fact of brother- 
hood with the American people and 
of loyalty to their constitution, which 
embodies principles that Protestant 
nations only have ever professed or 
maintained, that our fathers accepted 
a local and civil name for our Ameri- 
can Church. 

But that name defines our civil 
estate—the Nicene Creed defines our 
religion. I shall therefore express 
myself as a Christian bishop should, 
but I shall speak as one jealous of the 
freedom which it has cost our fore- 
fathers so much to ,purchase and to 
perpetuate. 

And I shall say to you nothing but 
what the noblest oracles of your own 
religion have said before; nay, | shall 
quote the illustrious pontiff, Clemer 
XIV., as fully sustaining my position. 
I shall speak for America as Bossuet 
spoke for France. I shall cite the 
maxims of Mr. Brownson, the most 
eminent and respectable convert 
among American laymen who has ever 
been led to cast in his lot with your 
people. 

In everything I mean to say my fel- 
low citizens of your persuasion shall 
find me not their enemy, but their 
champion. I make no war upon their 
right to enjoy their religion; but, like 
the best and noblest man that for cen- 
turies has been reckoned among Ro- 
man pontiffs; like him who earned the 
applause of all nations when he con- 
demned and suppressed the Jesuits, I 
am the antagonist of that corrupt so- 
ciety. So are thousands of professed 
Roman Catholics. I trust many of 
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them will aid me to awaken my coun- 
trymen to the fact that it is a band of 
secret conspirators against all liberty 
and all laws. I shall prove that it is 
the duty of all free people to limit and 
control, if not to banish the Jesuits 
from their casts. 

For a few weeks my occupationsmay 
not permit me to speak to you in an- 
other letter, but in a short time you 
shall hear again, by God's leave, from 
your Christian brother and sincere 
friend, A. CLEVELAND Coxg, 

Bishop of Western New York. 

Buffalo, Nov. 10, 1893. 

[When Bishop Coxe says, “My 
people profess the Catholic religion,” 
he does not mean the Roman religion 
which many persons confound with 
the Catholic religion professed by all 
faithfuj disciples of Christ. A few 
ritualists in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church call themselves ‘‘ Catholics,” 
but they are good Christians, who are 
opposed to Romanism as much as 
Bishop Coxe is. It must be said, 
however, that whatever perverts the 
Roman Church has gained in this 
country and in England have been 
taken from the ranks of the ritualists. 
Bishop Coxe has sent Satolli another 
letter which we will notice next month. 
—Epitor Converted CaTHo ic, } 


Sa 


Satolli and the Schools. 


Last month Satolli took possession 


of a large house in Washington, hence- 
forth to be called a ‘‘Palace.” On 


Thanksgiving Day he delivered an 
address (in Latin) condemning the 
public schools and extolling the pa- 
rochial schools as ‘‘the safeguard of 
of the Republic”! The war over the 
school question will soon begin in 
earnest. 


What Roman Catholics Need. 

At the 84th annual meeting of the 
American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions in Worcester, 
Mass., in October, the report of the 
Prudential Committee on ‘‘ Unsolved 
Mission Problems ” contained the fol- 
lowing on the unity that should char- 
acterize the presentation of the Gos- 
pel to the unevangelized world : 

** Let no creed or form of church 
organization or ritual be imposed. 
At most the missionary will suggest 
methods until such time as the native 
church shall attain its majority. Let 
there be no more jealous rivalry of 
denominational interest, no more 
waste of men or means in building up 
separate sects, but one Gospel, one 
Christian life, one united movement 
on the part of all evangelical denomi- 
nations. Then would the great of- 
fence of Christinity—the multiplicity 
of sects and creeds—be done away ; 
then would the church be one in her 
mission enterprise; then would she 
rise and shine, the glory of the Lord 
being risen upon her. No more par- 
liaments of religion, but conferences 
of the Christian world !” 

This is what will evangelize the 
Roman Catholics as well as the peo- 
ples of heathen lands. Popes, bish- 
ops and priests have imposed yokes 
upon them that God never intended 
they should bear, and they will gladly 
hear the good news that they can be 
saved through the blood of Christ 
without the forms and ceremonies 
that cover and conceal the truth. 
When they know the Gospel they can 
unite with the evangelical churches 
already organized, and become like 
other Christians who worship God in 
spirit and in truth. 
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THE OATHS OF BISHOPS 
AND JESUITS. 

HE pastor of the First Baptist 
§ Church, Muskegon, Mich., writes 
as follows under date of November 17 : 

Dear Sirk AND BroTHER :—In your 
monthly, THE ConvERTED CATHOLIC, 
for October you give the Bishop's 
Oath. I am having a newspaper con- 
troversy with a priest of this city. 
All I quote I have to give authority 
for, author, book, page, etc. I en- 
close what purports to be the various 
oaths, Will you please give me infor- 
mation along these points: 

1. Are these oaths correct, especi- 
ally the priests ? 

2. Do they take these oaths in this 
country ? 

3. Just when do they take these 
oaths? 

4. What Roman Catholic authority 
gives these oaths? 

A reply will be of great assistance. 

JoserH B, Banker. 

We answer the above categorically: 

1. The Bishop’s Oath as published 
in the October ConverTED CATHOLIC 
is correct. We have published it 
in Latin as well as in an English trans. 
lation. The Priest’s Oath as it appears 
in the paper sent us is not genuine. 

a. Priests in this country, or in any 
country in the world, do not take 
such an oath. 

3. The only oath taken by Roman 
Catholic priests in the United States is 
a brief one promising obedience to 
the Holy See and to the bishop of 
the diocese, and not to leave the dio. 
cese to enter a religious order without 
the consent of the bishop. This oath 
is taken the day preceding ordination 
to the subdiaconate,and was thus taken 
by the writer and twenty other young 


men in St. Mary’s Seminary, Balti- 
more, Maryland, in June 1871, inthe 
presence of Rev. Dr. Dubreuil, the 
superior of the seminary. He told us 
it was the first time such an oath was 
required of American priests. One of 
those who took the oath with us on 
that occasion was Rev. Edward J. 
Dunne of Chicago, who last October 
was appointed Bishop of Texas. 

4. The Pontificale Romanum gives 
the oath of bishops and the form of 
ordination to the priesthood, and the 
‘*Constitutions ” of the Jesuits, besides 
several histories of the order, prescribe 
the formula of the reception of mem. 
bers into that society. 

In connection with this subject the 
anthenticity of the treatise entitled 
““Monita Secreta, or Secret Instruc- 
tions 


of the Jesuits,” has been 
questioned by the distinguished 
ecclesiastical historian, Henry C., 


Lea of Philadelphia. Ina letter to 
the writer he said there was internal 
evidence that the work was not genu. 
ine,and that soon after it was publish- 
ed it was repudiated by the Jesuit or- 
der and condemned by Cardinal Bel- 
larmine. It may be accepted as a tru- 
ism that the Jesuits will equivocate 
and deny the truth when the interests 
of their order and the*Roman Church 
are concerned, but when we cannot 
prove statements denied by them we 
are placed in a false position. There 
is enough authentic history tu condemn 
the Jesuits and the bishops and priests 
of Rome as unscrupulous teachers of 
a false religion and the enemies of lib- 
erty without resorting to doubtful and 
unproven statements. 

THE ConverteD CaTHOLICc can al- 
ways be relied on for accuracy on these 
subjects. Subscription $1.00 a year. 
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MONTHLY RECORD OF ROMAN CATHOLIC EVENTS. 





HE thirty-first of October was 
observed as a public holiday 
throughout the German Empire, be- 
ing the three hundred and seventy- 
sixth anniversary of the nailing of 
Luther's ninety-five Theses against the 
door of the Castle Church of Witten- 
berg. In an editorial on that event, 
entitled ‘‘A Leaf from History,” the 
Christian al Work, November 2, says, 
among other things : 

‘From then until now !—what a 
picture do nearly four centuries pre- 
sent! Since that time Romanism and 
Protestantism have contended for the 
ascendency; and though the Roman 
Church boasts the greater number of 
adherents, the more triumphs are with 
Protestantism. The principles of the 
Reformation are to day predominant, 
so that Roman Catholicism is power- 
less against them—in fact the Roman 
hierarchy, whose sway was once uni- 
versal, now dominates only in Spain 
and Austria. The temporalities are 
overthrown in Italy. France has re- 
pudiated Catholicism as a State relig- 
ion, while England and Germany, with 
lesser European powers, and the 
United States are distinctively Protes- 
tant. These and other facts 
that might be mentioned show that 
the struggle between Protestantism 
and Roman Catholicism is something 
more than a contest for hierarchial su- 
premacy—it is a contest of principles, 
of ideas, of civilizations. In this 
contest the history of the past, the 
state of the present and the outlook 
for the future are all favorable to the 
triumpns of those principles which 
were so grandly represented by that 
Erfurt monk when he nailed his nine- 


five Theses against the door of that 
Wittenberg church 376 years ago. 
The prophecies of the Church authori- 
ties of those days have all been set at 
naught, while never as before God’s 
truth is marching on.” 

* * 

We read in the Northwestern Con- 
gregahonalist of October 27 : 

‘*The Pope has issued another en- 
cyclical letter, writing this time against 
what he considers the three principal 
causes of the social disorder that ob- 
tains in the world to-day—aversion to 
an humble and laborious life, rebellion 
against the sufferings that wait on hu- 
man nature and forgetfulness of a fu- 
ture life complementary to the present. 
What he says of these subjects is very 
sensible, but the remedy proposed is 
peculiar. It consists in ‘a proper re- 
citation of the rosary’ during this 
month. And to induce Catholics to 
engage in these religious exercises ‘an 
indulgence of seven years and seven 
times forty days is granted to all who 
attend’ any of them. And there is a 
prayer to St. Joseph‘ to be recited by 
all the faithful during the month of 
October, to which an indulgence of 
seven years and of seven quarantines 
is attached.” The other prayers, of 
course, are to be addressed to ‘ Mary, 
the mother of God and men, the 
queen of heaven and our powerful 
mediatrix with God!’ Don’t you 
wish you were a Catholic ?” 


* * 

Cardinal Gibbons words quoted in 
the November Convertep CaTHOLIC 
savor more of buncumbe than of any- 
thing else. In the Montreal French 
papers, which published the same ar- 
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ticle, the Cardinal speaks of the large 
number of conversions, but gives no 
statistics. The truth is that the Car- 
dinal does not know a word of the 
question he attempts to explain. He 
cannot give the name of a single Pro- 
testant minister who, as he says, longs 
to become a Roman Catholic, and 


~ dares not do so, because he has a wife 


and children or friends. We will say 
more than this: When the Cardinal 
says that there are many Protestant 
ministers who ‘‘in their hearts are 
true Catholics,” he uttersan untruth, 
and no one knows it better than him- 
self. He fotgets that neither cardinal 
nor pope can assume to do what be- 
longs to God alone. ‘‘I, the Lord,” 
God says, ‘‘search the heart; I try 
the reins.” 


=> * 

Furthermore, another fact that is 
most significant is the failure of the 
Catholic Truth Society of St. Paul, 
Archbishop Ireland’s scheme ‘‘to make 
America Catholic,” and which is thus 
reported in the Catholic Universe of 
October 21: 


“The Catholic Review observes 


sadly that the indorsement of the Ca-, 


tholic Truth Society by the Catholic 
Congress has not enabled that useful 
organization to avoid collapse, result- 
ing from lack of pecuniary encourage- 
ment.” 

When one remembers that Arch- 
bishop Ireland is a millionaire and 
the intimate friend of many Western 
railway magnates, when one remem- 
bers that he is, at this moment build- 
ing for himself a magnificent palace 
between the cities of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, it seems strange that he 
should not be able to spare a few hun- 
dred dollars to keep his Catholic 


Truth Society alive, if he had really 
at heart the interests of his Church 
and not his own only. 


* 
x * 


In the same issue Professor Maurice 
Francis Egan writes a letter about the 
failure of Roman Catholics to endorse 
their own educational institutions, and 
thanks the editor for speaking of the 
**too potent indifference on the part 
of the masses toward the ritual aspira- 
tions” of the clever Catholic boy. In 
concluding he says : 


‘*The ‘masses’ are, I presume, 
hungering for news of the splendor of 
Salamanca and Padua in those days 
before ‘we Catholics’ brought Lafa- 
yette here and made the Republic and 
fed the American Eagle on pap till it 
became the noble bird it is. If so, 
their taste ought to be corrected until 
that ‘ gush ’—which nobody accepts as 
anything else—is not food for men 
who live in the present and hope in 
the future ‘to the greater glory of 
God.’” 


* 
* * 


Rome has not much success with 
her converts. It was only a few 
months ago that Miss Daisy Garland, 
the beautiful daughter of ex-Attorney 
General Garland, joined the Roman 
Catholic Church, and on October 27 
Washington was shocked to hear that 
she had shot herself through the heart. 
Of course, as the newspapers say, “no 
cause is assigned for the;act,” or “ she 
was temporarily insane.” But what 
brought about the death of such a 
promising young girl, whose prospects 
in life were so bright and cheerful ? 
Here is only one more name added to 
the list of Rome’s deluded victims, 
But, at last, she is at rest ! 
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The Home Missionary for October 
has an excellent article on ‘ Foreign 
Home Missions in Massachusetts,” 
from the pen of Rev. Joshua Coit, 
secretary of the Massachusetts (Con- 
gregational) Home Missionary Socie- 
ty. It deals almost exclusively with 
the important mission work doing 
and to be done among the Roman 
Catholics of Massachusetts, who num- 
ber 615,072 communicants. The 
opening sentences of Mr. Coit’s article 
deserve a thoughtful consideration on 
the part of every true Protestant 
American: ‘‘lt is not generally 
known, outside of Massachusetts 
how important foreign home 
missions have become in the old Bay 
State. And even within the common- 
wealth there are many who have hard- 
ly begun to appreciate the magnitude 
of the work laid upon the churches by 
the incoming of the peoples from 
other lands. There is need, however, 
of little persuasion or argument in 
the matter, when the facts are known, 
to lead to the conclusion that, for 
reasons Civil as well as religious, we 
need to care well for the stranger 
within our gates.” So far the Massa- 
chusetts Home Missionary Society is 
the only organization in the United 
States that has taken hold of the 
work of evangelization among Roman 
Catholics, especially among the French 
people, and given it a large share of 
its attention and support, and Secre- 
tary Coit, who has given a wonderful 
impetus to the movement, knows 
whereof he speaks when he says that 
no other Christian work ‘‘seems of 
more pressing importance.” 

Po 

In the same number Rev. E. C. 

Chavez of Grants, New Mexico, writes 


as follows of the work among New 
Mexicans : 

“‘ Missionary work in the Territory, 
and especially in places like this, 
needs patience and perseverance ; but 
‘in due time we shall reap, if we faint 
not.’ During the last quarter I have 
preached here in San Rafael once and 
twice every month, and every Sabbath 
that Iam not here, I visit the other 
places in the field. During the week 
I go from house to house distributing 
religious tracts and trying to get the 
people to read the Bible, so doing all 
I can for the Master who has done so 
much for me. I have also preached 
during this last quarter in Rinconada 
and San Jose, and have done some 
work in Cubero, distributing tracts 
and making pastoral visits. I have 
just received a letter from a man who 
has attended some of our meetings, 
asking to be admitted as a member of 
our church, whom I will receive in my 
next missionary trip to Rinconada. 
There is an old lady here whom I have 
tried hard to induce to leave her patron 
saint and put her faith in Jesus Christ. 
The first time I told her that her pa- 
tron saint could do nothing for her 
‘soul’s salvation, and that only through 
the blood of Christ could the sinner be 
saved, she was offended. The other 
day she told me: ‘ The more you tell 
me of the great love of God to sinners 
and the great things he has done for 
me, the less trust I have in these im- 
ages.’ This year is one of the hardest 
that the poor people of these places 
ever had. There are many families 
that have hardly anything to eat, and 
when the times are so hard as they 
are now the missionary gets his share 
too. Remember these poor people in 
your prayers.” j. A. D. 
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CHRIST OUR LIFE. 





BY REV. GEO. C. NEEDHAM. 


= OTH Old and New Testament 
Scripture proclaims God as the 
Fountain of Life. In Deut. 30: 20, 
we read, “He is thy life and the 
length of thy days.” In Col. 3: 4, 
Christ is designated our life, and in 
John 17: 3, He declares to the Father: 
“‘ This is life eternal that they might 
know Thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” In 
John 1: 1-4, and 1 Joun 1: 1-2, it is 
taught that Christ is everlasting God, 
who is the eternal source of uncreated 
life. ‘* With Thee is the fountain of 
life.” Ps. 36: 9. 

1. Christ ts Creator of all Life.— 
Creatorship is ascribed to Him by sev- 
eral of the inspired writers. ‘‘ For by 
Him were all things created, that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, visi- 
ble and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principali- 
ties, or powers: all things were creat- 
ed by Him, and for Him: and He is 
before all things, and by Him all 
things consist.” Col. 1: 16-17. The 
magicians of Egypt withstood Moses 
until they saw inanimate dust endued 
with life, when they exclaimed, * This 
is the finger of God.” Exod. 8: 19 
Science can inocculate with death, but 
cannot impart life ; this is the preroga- 
tive of God. 

2. Christis the Preserver of all Life. 
—Joseph said to his brethren, ‘‘God 
did send me before you to preserve 
you a posterity in the earth, and to 
save your lives by a great deliver- 
ance.” Gen. 14: 7 Joseph was a 
matchless type of Jesus. He pre- 
serves the life of His brethren—of all 
who put their trust in Him. 


3. Christ Imparts Spiritual Life.— 
What was this? To give life to the 
dead. The sinner’s moral condition 
is described by the solemn and awful 
metaphor of death. He is dead in 
trespasses and sins. Eph. 2: 1. Nat- 
ural death is not only a consequence, 
but a correspondence A dead body 
symbolizes a dead soul. Until Jesus 
our Lord breathes into us we are 
moral corpses. The purpose of His 
advent He announces in John 10: 10 
—‘‘ The thief cometh not but for to 
steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I 
am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more 
abundantly.” Life, then, is His gift 
to us as it is written, ‘‘ The gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” Rom. 6: 23 This life 
which is thus imparted to the believing 
sinner is not a principle, but a nature. 
It is not an evolution, but a creation. 
2 Peter 1: 4; 2 Cor. 3: 17; Epa. 2: 10, 

4. The Word of Christ the Instru- 
ment of Life-—The Word of God. 
There must be first a hearing of the 
words of the Lord. ‘‘ Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, he that heareth My 
word, and believeth on Him that sent 
Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is pass- 
ed from death unto life.” John 5: 24, 
It is called the word of life. ‘It is 
the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh 
profiteth nothing; the words that I 
speak unto you, they are the spirit, 
and they are life.” John 6: 63. 
‘* Then Simon Peter answered Him, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou 
hast the words of eternal life.” John 
6:68. It is the word of salvation, 
‘*Who shall tell thee words whereby 
thou and all thy house shall be saved.” 
Acts 11:14.  “ Wherefore lay apart 
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all filthiness and superfluity of naughti- 
ness, and receive with meekness the 
engrafted word, which is able to save 
your souls.” James1: 21. It is the 
word of regeneration. ‘‘ Being born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth forever.” 1 
Peter 1: 23- Hence the force of Paul’s 
admonition to his beloved Timothy, 
‘Preach the Word.” 

5. Zhe Spirit of Christ the Source of 
Life.—The Word can be potential 
only when accompanied by the Holy 
Spirit. It is His own Word, and He 
has made it the Word of life. Not by 
the might of man’s mesmeric art; not 
by the power of his thrilling eloquence, 
but by the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 
is the preaching of the Gospel render- 
ed effectual. Our Lord, in His prom- 
ise of the Spirit, defined a part of His 
manifold ministry. ‘* Howbeit when 
He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He 
will guide you into all truth; for He 
shall not speak of himself; but what- 
soever He shall hear, that shall He 
speak ; and He will show you things 
tocome. He shall glorify Me: for 
He shall receive of Mine, and shall 
show it unto you. All things thatthe 
Father hath are Mine ; therefore say I, 
that he shall take of Mine, and shall 
show it unto you.” John 16: 13-15, 
He shall guide, He shall speak, He 
shall reveal. The Word, as a godly 
casket, contains the precious things of 
Jesus. The Spirit only can unlock 
the casket and disclose to our aston- 
ished hearts its precious riches. He 
only can shine as the sun, refresh as 
the rain and distill as the dew, there- 
by causing the Divine seed to germi- 
nate and fructify. As the Word is the 
Word of Christ, so the Spirit is the 


Spirit of Christ. It is therefore Christ 
who indeed becomes our life. ‘I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me.” Gal 2: 20. 

There is an intended analogy be- 
tween the physical and spiritual life— 
in birth, growth, maturity. The spirit- 
ual life has a genesis, but it is capable 
of development. Food, air and exer- 
cise are vitally essential to the enlarge- 
ment of physical life. The Word of 
God, prayer and godly activity must 
be observed that we may grow there- 
by. In other words, as Christ is our 
life, so Christ continually ministered 
to us by the Spirit through His Word, 
is the nourishment of that life. 

Reader, are you a partaker of Jesus 
Christ? Remember, “He that hath 
the Son hath life, and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life” 1 
John 5:12, Heed the message of the 
Gospel; ‘‘ hear, and your soul shall 
live.” 





A NEW BOOK. 
BROKEN BREAD, 


FOR SERVING DISCIPLES. 
BY MR. AND MRS. GEO. C, NEEDHAM. 


This is a royal book. It is a com- 
panion to ‘‘ Bible Briefs,” the popular 
volume which has taken such high 
rank among all classes of Christian 
workers. ‘‘ BRokEN Breap”’ contains 
a series of Bible themes prepared for 
Disciples that they might thereby feed 
the multitude. The authors are at 
their best in this work. The experi- 
ence of many years has qualified Mr. 
and Mrs. Needham to prove valuable 
helpers to all lovers of God’s Word. 
‘* BROKEN Breap ” will be ready Janu- 
ary 1, 1894. Send orders immedi- 
ately to this office. price $1.00. 
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IS ROMANISM A CHRISTIAN RELIGION ? 





BY REV. A. S. GUMBART, BOSTON, MASS. 


DO not wish to be understood as 
simply posing as an antagonist 
of Rome. Life is too short to waste 
in any such useless beating of the air. 
Not long ago I had in my hand a 
letter written by a young Roman Ca- 
tholic divinity student, in which he 
complained—and, perhaps, not alto- 
gether without cause—that our knowl- 
edge of Romanism was gained largely 
through the secular press. Well, if 
the flatteries which the Roman Catho- 
lic Church has received almost univer- 
sally from thesecular press are denied, 
even by Romanists, I am glad. A 
Boston daily recently referred to the 
Pope as the ‘*world’s great high 
priest.” I am glad if the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church herself does not wish us 
to believe such nonsense and blas- 
phemy. But as I would not like to 
have the secular press stand as an in- 
terpreter of Protestant theology, and 
as I am a firm advocate of fair play, I 
will give every statement made con- 
cerning the teaching of the Roman 
Catholic Church, from a Roman Ca- 
tholic catechism, published by a Ro- 
man Catholic publisher, sold by a Ro- 
man Catholic bookseller and taught in 
Roman Catholic schools, and bearing 
the imprimatur of the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop McCloskey of New York 
—‘‘A Full Catechism of the Catholic 
Religion,” by Joseph Deharbe. 

A certain major, who was unfortu- 
nate enough to have an old-fashioned 
wooden peg-leg, stood upon the 
highly polished, hard-wood floor of a 
friend. His friend was more con- 
cerned lest his hard-wood floor should 
be scratched than he was for the com- 


fort of the major, and so, with a guile 
that was perhaps pardonable under the 
circumstances, he said: ‘Major, I 
fear that your wooden leg may slip on 
that polished floor, and you may hurt 
yourself. Step over here on the mat.” 

‘* Don’t be alarmed, my boy,” said 
the major blandly. ‘‘I won't slip, I 
have a nail init.” At the same time 
proving his assertion by bringing his 
wooden peg down on the floor with a 
whack. 

So to any of my Roman Catholic 
friends who may think that I am stand- 
ing on a slippery place I want only to 
say that, metaphorically, I have a nail 
in my heel. I may damage the Ro- 
man Catholic hard-wood floor, but I 
am sure not to slip. 

I have two specific objects in nind. 

1st. We owe the Romanist some- 
thing. Asa rule the Romanist swal- 
lows without investigation that which 
the Church sets before him. From 
childhood up he is taught that it is a 
sin even to doubtin his mind anything 
the Church teaches. However un- 
palatable it seems to him, he must 
swallow it head and tail, skin, fins and 
bone. It is our duty, as far as we can, 
to make men think. If we can make 
men think, if we can make men read 
the Bib'e for themselves, both Protes- 
tantism and Romanism will be purg- 
ed of much which is more of a hin- 
drance than a help to the spread of 
Christianity and the growth of indi- 
vidual Christian life. 

2d. Protestants need to be instruct- 
ed as to what Romanism is. Histori- 
ans and other writers, especially those 
who have been hostile to Christianity, 
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have not and do notalways discrimin- 
ate between Romanism and Christian- 
ity. Much has been labelled ‘‘Chris- 
tianity " which should have been lab- 
elled ‘‘Roman Catholicism.” It is 
unwise to go entirely by the label. I 
have seen beautiful labels of peaches 
and pears pasted on tin cans, the con- 
tents of which were a base contradic- 
tion of the picture on the outside. An 
illiterate servant girl who could only 
judge of the contents of the can by 
the picture on the outside, got along 
pretty well until one day she received 
a can of desiccated cocoanut, bearing 
the familiar label of a monkey sucking 
the milk from a cocoanut. ‘‘ Bless 
me!” she cried in astonishment and 
horror, ‘‘ I have seen canned peaches 
and pears and plums and what not, 
but this is the first time in my life that 
I ever saw acanned monkey.” There 
is a good deal of monkey theology in 
the world, not only in the Roman Ca. 
tholic Church, but in other quarters. 
But we shall not go by the label, we 
shall open the can. 

Protestants have suffered much in 
their warfare against error because 
they have not been familiar enough 
with the teachings of Rome to expose 
its faults. 

It is often said that preachers should 
not expose error, but should ‘‘ hold 
up the truth,” and that this is suffic- 
ient. But holding up the truth car- 
ries with it the necessity of exposing 
error. A lawyer in pleading with a 
jury not only holds up his own case, 
but he attempts to show the inconsist- 
ency ofthe other side. In order that 
men may think intelligently they must 
hear both sides. A wrong position 
often seems strong and right until its 
weakness is pointed out. Suppose I 


hold up the truth that faith is neces- 
sary to salvation. ‘‘ Why,” says the 
Romanist, ‘‘we teach that just as 
much as you do.” And then he turns 
to question 29, page 77, of the Catho- 
lic catechism mentioned above, and 
he reads : 

‘“Ts faith necessary to salvation ? ” 

‘Faith is absolutely necessary to 
salvation ; for without faith it is im- 
possible to please God.” (Heb. 11:6.) 

‘*There,” he says, ‘‘do you want 
anything stronger than that?” Now, 
if I know no more of what the Ro- 
manist teaches than he thinks I do, 
then I am silenced, for here it stands 
plain as day: ‘‘ Faith is absolutely 
necessary to salvation; for without 
faith it is impossibie to please God.” 
(Heb 11: 6) But knowing some- 
thing of the error of Romanism, as 
well as of its truth, I know that there 
is a worm in that nut, and I say, “ My 
friend, let me read the rest of that;” 
and then I read : 

‘* Will any faith save us?” 

‘““No; only the true faith, which 
Christ has taught, will save us.” 

‘“Why will that faith only which 
Christ has taught, save us?” 

‘* Because by this faith alone, and 
by no other, we are made partakers of 
Christ, and without Christ there is no 
salvation.” 

‘Is it, then, a sin to say that it 
does not matter what faith we pro- 
fess ?”’ 

‘* Yes ; it is a grevious sin to say so, 
or even only to think so; for we de- 
spise God by it, who has given us the 
one true faith and, therefore, has sent 
His only begotten Son into the world.” 

‘* Which church has the true faith 
taught by Christ?” 

‘*The Catholic Church alone has 
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the true faith taught by Christ.” 

‘“*Why is it the Catholic Church 
alone has the true faith taught by 
Christ ?” 

“Because the Catholic Church 
alone has received from Christ himself, 
through His apostles, this faith as a 
heavenly gift committed to her trust, 
and has always preserved it uncor- 
rupted.” 

‘* Have not the Protestant sects also 
received their doctrine from Christ 
himself and preserved it uncorrupt- 
ed ?” 

‘*No, ” 

‘«Tf, then, the true faith is essen- 
tially necessary to salvation, and the 
Catholic faith is the only true one, 1s 
it not a great grace to be a Catholic 
Christian ?” 

‘*To be a Catholic Christian is an 
invaluable grace, for which we cannot 
thank God enough, and which we 
ought most earnestly to turn to our 
advantage.” 

You see then that the Romanist’s 
answer to the question concerning 
faith leads not up to Christ, but to the 
Roman Catholic Church |! 

The one great error of the Roman 
Catholic Chuich to which I desire to 
call attention is her teaching that she 
only ts the true Church of God, and 
that only members of the Roman 
Church can be saved. The Roman 
Church teaches that she only is recog- 
nized of God. Outside of her fold 
there is no favor with God. Outside 
of her is the kingdom of darkness. 
All who are not in her are in the king- 
dom of darkness and under the con- 
demnation of God. This is one of 
the first lessons drilled into the head 
of the Roman Catholic child. Salva- 
ticn is only to be found in the Catho- 





lic Church; outside of the Catholic 
Church is damnation only. But even 
Protestants are slow to believe that 
this is a fair representation of the Ro- 
manist’s position, Let me give you a 
few lines on this point from the Ca- 
tholic catechism : 

‘* All these communities (the Chris- 
tian churches mentioned in the Book 
of the Acts) were most closely united 
together and formed, under these 
common heads, St. Peter, the One 
Universal—that is, Casho/ic—Church, 
St. Peter was the first bishop of Anti- 
och, and afterwards bishop of Rome, 
where he suffered martyrdom under 
Nero, a. v. 67 ; and then the supreme 
authority over the whole Church de- 
volved on his successors, the bishops 
of Rome, or the popes” (p. 27). On 
page 57 it is written: ‘‘We count, 
and can even name, the generations 
exactly as they succeeded one another 
from Adam to Christ, and all the su- 
preme pastors or popes from St Peter 
to our holy father, Leo XIIL, who is 
now gloriously governing the Church 
established by the Son of God. What 
a wonderful concatenation and what 


an unparalleled succession!” To 
which we take the liberty to add: 
“What brazen-faced impudence, 


what unparalleled disregard for the 
truth, what unmeasurable, unapproach- 
able, incomparable cheek!” How 
easy it is for the Roman Church to 
create history (please to remember 
that to create means to make out of 
nothing) is found in the fact that while 
the date of Peter’s death and the man- 
ner of his martyrdom are only con- 
jectures, the Roman Church declares 
that Peter was Pope of Rome 27 years, 
2 months and 7 days. With such fa- 


cility for creating history it is no won- 
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der that Roman Catholics desire to in- 
troduce their own histories into our 
public schools. On page 136, ques- 
tion 30, we read : 

‘‘By what marks may the true 
Church of Christ be known?” 

‘<The true Church of Christ may be 


known by these four marks: 1. She 
is one. 2. She is holy. 3. She isCa- 
tholic. 4. She is apostolic.” 


‘* Which church has all these four 
marks?” 

‘It is evident that no church has 
these four marks, except the Roman 
Cathelic—namely, that Church which 
acknowledges the Pope of Rome as 
her head?” 

‘Is it easy to recognize this one 
Church established by Christ?” 

‘« Yes ; for Christ has established a 
visible Church with perceptible marks, 
so that it is easy to find her; other- 
wise He could not have commanded 
us, under pain of eternal damnation, 
to apply to the Church and to hear her.” 

Just where it is found in the Scrip- 
tures that Christ hath put the penalty 
of eternal damnation upon those who 
do not adhere to Rome is not given in 
the catechism. And herein the Ro- 
man Catholic Church shows her disre- 
gard for the truthful statement of 
Scripture doctrine, as well as of the 
facts in secular history. The Roman 
Catholic Church nowhere shows her 
arrogance more than in making the 
boldest statements, which she calls 
easily proven facts, and when asked 
to prove that her statements are true, 
she says : 

‘*No, you prove that they are false. 
You must believe what we say or be 
damned, for the Lord Jesus hath com- 
manded us, under pain of eternal 
damnation, to apply to the Church 


and to hearher” The Roman Catho- 
tholic Church proves none of her po- 
sitions. If you deny her statements 
she puts the burden of proof to the 
contrary on you. It is as if I should 
emphatically declare that the man in 
the moon is ten feet high, lives in a 
marble palace and attends the Catho- 
lic Church. If you ask me ‘‘how do 
you know this?” I indignantly reply, 
with an air of injured innocence: 
‘That is not for me to prove: if you 
deny it; prove that it is not so.” 

Page 135 reads: 

“Always cherish in your heart a 
profound reverence and an humble 
submission to the holy father, the 
Pope, and his bishops and priests 
united with him ; for they are set over 
you in the place of God, and it is their 
duty to instruct you in the name of 
God, to make you partake of the Di- 
vine grace and to lead you to eternal 
salvation. Woe to them who despise 
the clergy and create schisms! They 
have gone in the way of Cain and 
have perished in the contradiction of 
Core. These are wandering 
stars, to whom the storm of darkness 
is reserved forever.” (Jud. 11-13.) 

But some one will say: ‘* What 
difference does it make if Catholics do 
teach that they are the original and 
only true Church of God and the sole 
dispensers of eternal life?” Much, 
every way. There are several evils in 
particular to which this arrogance of 
the Roman Catholic Church conduces. 

1. It is blaspheming God, insulting 
Jesus Christ and sinning against the 
Holy Ghost to say that believers who 
do not accept the Roman Catholic 
faith, and do not subject themselves 
to its authority, have nothing in store 
for them but eternal damnation. Jesus 
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Christ did not die for the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church, but that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life. The New Testa- 
ment does not teach that in order 
that men may be saved they must be- 
lieve on the apostles and their succes- 
sors, ‘‘ which are the bishops and the 
Pope of Rome,” but that there is none 
other name under heaven, save that of 
Jesus Christ, given among men, where- 
by we must be saved. But in spite of 
this the Roman Catholic Church reads 
Mark 16: 16, thus: 

“ He that believeth not [the apos«les 
and their lawful successors} the Ro- 
man Catholic bishops and Pope, shall 
be condemned ” (p. 145). 

If we read our New Testament 
aright Paul says: ‘‘ But though we, 
or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him 
be accursed.” (Gal. 1: 8.) 

If I understand Paul, the whole 
burden and spirit of his teaching is 
against that of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

2. It is an unpardonable wrong to 
the millions with whom Romanism 
comes in contact, to point to Protes- 
tantism saying: ‘‘ These are poison- 
ous fountains, and whosoever drinks 
thereof shali perish eternally. We 
alone have the true water of life.” 
Thousands upon thousands have said 
in reference to Romanism: ‘‘If this 
is Christianity we do not want it,” and 
the Roman Church would rather that 
such should die without Christ than 
to find him in any other way than 
through the Vatican. In Mexico, 
where Romanism has taught this doc- 
trine, there are large numbers of peo- 
ple who believe that the Roman Ca- 


tholic Church is all there is of Chris- 
tianity, and they have lost faith in the 
Church and have cut loose from her 
authority, and the consequence is that 
they are drifting about without chart, 
compass or anchor. The same may 
be said of thousands of Americanized 
Romanists in our country. 

3. This teaching is harmful, be- 
cause its practical effect is, that those 
who follow it are likely to trust more 
in the Catholic Church than in Jesus 
Christ for salvation. Concerning the 
faith of Christ, by which is meant the 
faith of the Roman Church, the 
Catholic catechism has much to say ; 
but concerning faith iz Christ so 
little is said that it is difficult to find 
it, On page 145, question 64, we 
find the gist of Roman Catholic teach- 
ing on this point: ‘‘If the Catholic 
Church is to lead all men to eterna) 
salvation, and has, for that purpose, 
received from Christ her doctrine, her 
means of grace and her powers, what, 
for his part, is every one obliged to 
do?” 

‘Every one is obliged, under pain 
of eternal damnation, to become a 
member of the Catholic Church, to 
believe her doctrine, to use her means 
of grace and to submit to her au- 
thority.” 

Through the whole teaching of the 
Catholic Church Jesus Christ is nade 
to stand in the shadow of the Pope of 
Rome. This is wrong. Jesus Christ 
is the name to be magnified. He 
must be lifted up in order that men 
may behold Him and live. He alone 
has the Bread of Life; and He has 
not locked it up in the pantry of the 
Roman Catholic Church and given 
the key tothe Pope. He has put it 
within the reach of every one who 
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will believe. He has put it within 
our reach if you will have it, and 
neither priest nor pope can deny you 
the privilege of taking it, even if you 
do not accept the authority of the 
Roman Church. 

We do not denounce a// the teach- 
ings of the Catholic Church; she has 
much which is beautiful and pure. 
All the faults and cruelty and persecu 
tions of the past are not to be laid at 
her door, but we condemn her error. 
Where the Roman Catholic Church 
has dug a ditch and built a wall 
across the path of the soul which is 
seeking Christ, we desire that God 
will give us wisdom and grace to fill 
up the Roman Catholic ditch by pull- 
ing down the Roman Catholic wall. 
Whatever prevents the extension of 
the Master’s kingdom we must pre- 
vent. Our weapons must be the 
Word of God, free speech, free press 
and the support of all lovers of the 
truth and disciples of our Lord! And 
if we open our meeting-houses for the 
teaching of Roman Catholic doctrines 
by Roman Catholic priests, or in any 
other way we take the trouble to let 
the world know that we regard Ro 
manism as a branch of the true Chris- 
tian Church, we become sharers in 
their guilt. ‘‘If there comeany unto 
you, and bring not this doctrine, re- 
ceive him not into your house, neither 
bid him God speed: For he that bid- 
deth him God speed is partaker of his 
evil deeds.” 2 John 10-12. 





The Bible in Literature. 


The most famous journalist in New 
York, and it may with truth be said, 
in the United States, is Charles A 
Dana, editor of the New York Sun. 
In a lecture recently delivered on 


, 


‘‘Journalism ” at Union College, 
Schenectady, N. Y., Mr. Dana refer. 
red to the influence of the Bible in the 
formation of style in the following 
terms: 

‘*There are some books that are 
absolutely indispensable to the kind 
of education that we are contemplat- 
ing and to the profession that we are 
considering ; and of all these the most 
indispensable, the most useful, the 
one whose knowledge is most effec- 
tive, is the Bible. There is no book 
from which more valuable lessons can 
be learned. I am considering it now 
not as a religious book, but as a man- 
ual of utility, of professional prepara- 
tion and professional use for a journa- 
list. There is perhaps no book whose 
style is more suggestive and more in- 
structive, from which you learn more 
directly that sublime simplicity which 
never exaggerates, which recounts the 
greatest events, with solemnity, but 
without sentimentality or affectation, 
none which you open with such con- 
fidence and lay down with such rever- 
ence; there is no book like the Bible. 
When you get into a controversy and 
want exactly the right answer, when 
you are looking for an expression, what 
is there that closes a dispute like a 
verse from the Bible? What is it that 
sets up the right principle for you, 
which pleads for a cause, so much as 
the right passage of Holy Scripture?” 

This testimony to the value of the 
Bible for literary purposes coming 
from one whose experience and nat- 
ural qualifications have so well quali- 
fied him for just appreciation, must be 
accepted as having great weight. Our 
Roman Catholic friends who justly 
a‘mire Mr. Dana should follow his 
example in reading the Bible. 
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TRENDS OF THOUGHT. 





BY GEN, T. M. HARRIS, RITCHIE, W. VA. 


N the subject of religion there are 
® two trends of thought—the di- 
vine and the human. The trend of 
the divine thought is justification by 
faith ; whilst the trend of human 
thought is to merit God’s favor by 
good works, or to reach a state ofjus- 
tification by his own works. The sin- 
ner, ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
will ever be found going about to es- 
tablish his own righteousness and re- 
fusing to submit himself to the right- 
eousness of God. This has always 
been, and always will be, the trend of 
human thought. 

Now let us see what is the trend of 
Roman Catholic thought. As we 
have to go to the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments to learn the di- 
vine thought, so we must go to the 
so-called system of Christian doctrine 
promulgated by the Church to learn 
what is the Roman Catholic thought. 
And the first thing we learn is the re- 
jection of the doctrine of justification 
by faith in Christ. Instead of this 
that Church teaches the doctrine of 
baptismal regeneration and the merit 
of works. Whenever a duly authoriz- 
ed person sprinkles water on any in- 
fant, in any circumstances whatever, 
in the triune name, that infant be- 
comes that moment a child of God 
and a member of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. It is true, it may have to 
spend azons in purgatorial fires to 
purify it from its sins, but nothing 
short of apostasy can hinder it from 
reaching heaven as its final home. 

Rejecting the doctrine of justifica- 
tion by faith and the necessity of the 
new birth, or being born again through 


faith and repentance for sin, we would 
naturally expect that Church to build, 
as it has done, on such a foundation, 
an elaborate system of justification by 
works of its own devising. Let us be- 
gin with the doctrines of the primacy 
and infallibility of the Pope, and when 
we examine into these claims we find 
them wholly without warrant in the 
Word of God. They had no place in 
the divine thought. We may also say 
the same of the Church's law of celib- 
acy for its priestsand nuns. This law 
not only does violence to the consti- 
tution of man’s nature, given to him 
by his Creator for wise and holy ends, 
but discredits the divine ordinance of 
marriage, and of the family, and prac- 
tically results in beastly immcrality 
and corruption. 

In the Scriptures we find no war- 
rant for auricular confession and 
priestly absolution through penance ; 
nor for the doctrine of purification 
from sin by purgatorial fires; nor of 
the ability of a sinful man to pray 
souls out of purgatory for money ; nor 
for the worship of the Virgin Mary, 
together with other saints, and even of 
pictures and images; nor for the ven- 
eration of relics and the claim of their 
miraculous powers to heal and restore 
the afflicted. In short, you may go 
over this whole system of Christian 
doctrine (so-called) in detail and you 
will find it built entirely in human 
thought, and in the rejection of the 
divine thought clearly set forth in the 
Word of God. 


The same may be said of its ritual 
and observances, including the mass, 
in which the priest claims the power 
to convert the wafer into the body, 
blood and divinity of Christ, and then 
with mock solemnity proceed to offer 
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Him up in sacrifice to God, just as 
the Jewish priests offered up their sac- 
rifices on their altars, and which sig- 
nified that ‘‘the way into the holiest 
ef all was not yet made perfect,” and 
they thus reject the teaching of the 
apostle that Christ, through the eter- 
nal Spirit, offered himself without spot 
to God to purge the sinner’s conscience 
from dead works to serve the living 
God. The whole list of saints’ days 
and holy days of one kind and an- 
other, including the Easter festival 
and the Christmas observance, has no. 
mention in the Divine Word, and so, 
we may assume, no place in the divine 
thought. There is no higher authority 
for these observances than that which 
the Roman Catholic Church can con- 
fer, and so we say that the Protestant 
denominations that profess to take the 
Word of God as their only rule of faith 
and practice, should utterly reject all 
such tomfoolery in religion. 





A RARE BOOR FOR SALE. 
THE ORIGINAL KEENAN’S 
‘*“CONTROVERSIAL CATE- 
CHISM.” 


A copy of the ‘‘Controversial Cathe- 
chism; or Protestantism refuted and 
Catholicism established, by an appeal 
to the Holy Scriptures, the Testimony 
of the Holy Fathers and the dictates 
of reason ; in which such portions of 
Scheffmacher’s Cathechism to suit 
modern controversy are embodied, by 


the Rev. Stephen Keenan. Ninth 
Thousand. Revised and enlarged. 
Edinburgh: C. Dolman, 13 South 


Hanover Street and 61 New Bond 
Street, London, 1851. One vol., 220 
pages, weil bound and in perfect con- 
dition. 


This edition is famous all over the 
world for its anti-papal infallibility 
clause, which reads as follows on 
page 102: 

“*Q.—Must not Catholics believe 
the Pope in himself to be in- 
fallible? 

‘*A,—This isa Protestant invention; 
it is no article of the Catholic 
faith; no decision of his can 
oblige, under pain of heresy, 
unless it be received and en- 
forced by the teaching body; 
that is, by the bishops of the 
Church.” 

Since the proclamation of the in- 
fallibility of the Pope in 1870, all 
these copies of ‘‘Keenan’s Catechism” 
have been withdrawn from book 
stores, suppressed or destroyed. And 
a new edition has been issued with the 
above clause struck out. It issaid on 
good authority that only three copies 
of the original edition are known to 
be in existence, two of which are in 
the United States—one in the library 
of Rev. John Lee,B. D., Galena, IIL, 
and the other the property of the ad- 
vertiser. It is approved and highly 
endorsed by the Roman Catholic 
Bishop, Dr. Andrew, Vicar Apostolic 
of Eastern Scotland, and Bishop 
James Kyle, Vicar Apostolic of the 
Northern District of Scotland. This 
is the only original ‘‘Keenan’s Cate- 
chism.” 

[The owner of this rare book is one 
of the most talented contributors to 
the pages of Tue ConverTEn CaTHo.ic, 
The present financial stringency com- 
pels him to part with this work. We 


shall be happy to place an intended 
purchaser in communication with him, 
when the price can be ascertained. 
—Epitor ConverTED CaTHOLIC. } 














